


short synopsis

long synopsis

Sound and image stare each other in the face as Intercepted contrasts 
quiet compositions of everyday life of Ukrainians since the full-scale 
invasion with intercepted phone conversations between Russian 
soldiers and their families.

Ukrainian intelligence services have intercepted thousands of phone 
calls Russian soldiers made from the battlefield in Ukraine to their 
families and friends in Russia, painting a stark picture of the cruelty 
of war in a dizzying emotional tension. Juxtaposed with images of 
the destruction caused by the invasion and the day-to-day life of the 
Ukrainian people who resist and rebuild, the voices of the Russian 
soldiers - ranging from being filled with heroic illusions to complete 
disappointment and loss of reason, from looting to committing more 
horrible warcrimes, from propaganda to doubt and disillusionment 
- expose the whole scope of the dehumanizing power of war and 
imperialist nature of the Russian aggression.
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director's statement

When the Russian full-scale invasion started, I was in Ukraine and 
happened to be working as a local producer with Al Jazeera English. 
This work allowed me to access many places in different Ukrainian 
regions where I witnessed Russian war crimes. At night after my work, 
I developed a habit of listening to the “intercepts”: intercepted phone 
calls of the Russian soldiers in Ukraine calling their families back home 
that were obtained and publicly released by the Ukraine’s security 
services. The discrepancy between the brutal reality that I was living 
during the day and the things I was hearing at night was shocking. 
In the intercepts, the Russians sounded human. That was the most 
painful thing to accept: why do humans do such inhumane things? 
This question has brought me to the film, which is based on a simple 
juxtaposition of two realities trying to understand the full complexity of 
the “Russian order”, to comprehend what kind of thinking is behind the 
invasion.

Oksana Karpovych



biography

Oksana Karpovych is a Ukrainian-Canadian filmmaker, writer and 
photographer born in Kyiv. She is a Cultural Studies graduate of the 
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy in Ukraine and a Film Production graduate of 
Concordia University in Montreal. Her first feature documentary Don’t 
Worry, the Doors Will Open won the New Visions Award at RIDM in 
2019 and received a special mention at Hot Docs 2020. In her work, 
Karpovych explores the everyday life of ordinary people and how state 
politics intrude into the private sphere, influencing the communities she 
intimately documents. She lives and works between Kyiv and Montreal. 
Intercepted is her second feature documentary.

filmography

     Intercepted, documentary feature, 93 min, 2024

  Don’t Worry, the Doors Will Open, documentary feature, 78 min, 2019

 Temporary, documentary short film, 21min, 2017

  Lost, documentary short film, 6 min, 2015
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contacts

MEDIAS RELATIONS (CANADA) 

Caroline Rompré | pixelleX communications | caroline@pixellex.ca | +1 514-778-9294

DISTRIBUTION (CANADA)

Sylvain Lavigne | Les Films du 3 Mars | distribution@f3m.ca | +1 514-523-8530

Les Films du 3 Mars (F3M) promotes Quebec and Canadian auteur films nationally 
and internationally. From ideation through the final cut and onto the screen, we put our 
expertise toward helping our members market and distribute their work. A leader in the 
distribution of feature documentaries, F3M also promotes works of every genre and 
length. We strive to cultivate a taste for original works of quality among our viewers while 
ensuring representativity based on the principles of equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI). 
Website | Facebook | Instagram

ABOUT THE DISTRIBUTION IN CANADA

Founded in 2018 by producers Giacomo Nudi and Rocío B. Fuentes, Les Films Cosmos 
accompanies bold talent with an authentic point of view with heart and soul. They 
produce projects that speak of humanism and give a different angle on our reality 
while emphasizing filmmakers with underrepresented voices and international co-
productions. Members of Eurodoc, Les Films Cosmos have seen their films selected by 
festivals such as Berlinale, New Directors/New Films, Hot Docs, TIFF Filmmaker Lab, 
CPH:Dox, AFI, Hot Docs Forum and nominated at the LUX Awards and Gotham Awards. 
Website | Facebook | Instagram
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