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A contemporary tribute to trailblazer Johanne Harrelle: artist, actress and one

of North America’s first Black models.

A talented artist, actress, and one
of North America's first Black
models, Johanne Harrelle lived a
life as bold and complex as she
was. - Simply - Johanne is a
contemporary tribute to a woman
defied the

expectations of her time.

who relentlessly

Abandoned on the doorstep of a

Montreal orphanage, Johanne
Harrelle eventually rose to
promineneer.as:i'a  rgifted . arfist,

actress, and one of North America's
first Black models. Simply Johanne
deftly explores her complex and
audacious life through archival
footage, interviews with loved ones
and performances of her writings by
three contemporary actresses. The
film chronicles the journey of a
charismatic and passionate woman
who defied the expectations of her

time.


https://www.facebook.com/johannetoutsimplement
https://www.instagram.com/johanne_toutsimplement/
https://vimeo.com/990280657
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My first encounter with the feature film Take It All (original title: A tout prendre) was
many years ago, but as a woman of Haitian descent who grew up in Montreal, it left
an indelible mark on me. Until then, I had never seen a woman of African descent in
a lead role in Quebec cinema. Johanne Harrelle’s presence in the film is both rare
and remarkable.

I had the chance to revisit the film as part of an artist residency where | explored
representations of Black populations in Canada’s national audiovisual archives. This
research led me to delve deeper into Johanne Harrelle’s life and career. What I
found was a story both spectacular and tragic, yet largely unknown to mainstream
audiences.

Despite the accusations levelled against director Claude Jutra, Take It All remains a
groundbreaking work, depicting the filmmaker’s love affair with Harrelle during the
Quiet Revolution and Quebec’s transition to modernity. For the first time in North
American cinema, an interracial couple is shown sharing a bed on screen.

Johanne Harrelle’s journey was shaped by significant challenges: her mother’s
abandonment, a childhood in an orphanage, and the barriers brought about by
racism. Yet, she forged a path uniquely her own, becoming one of North America’s
first models of African descent. Her achievements weren’t driven by activism, but by
a profound desire to live fully and freely, embodying humanistic and feminist
values. As her second husband Edgar Morin aptly wrote in his California Journal:
“Johanne is the comet of love carrying us all on its tail. She is a master
communicator, drawn to each person, wanting to get to know them, open them up,
and dive into them.”

The documentary draws a vital link between past and present, shedding light on this
multifaceted trailblazer. It’s a true pleasure to witness three Quebec women of
Haitian descent - Schelby Jean-Baptiste, Nadine Jean and Garihanna Jean-Louis -
lend their voices to Johanne Harrelle’s autobiographical writings. They explore her
legacy and share their personal experiences. Model Abla Osman brings Johanne to
life in poetic re-enactments. Such a gathering of women of African descent
unfortunately remains all too rare. They acknowledge Johanne’s legacy and its
impact in a spirited tribute.



Nadine Valcin is an award-winning bilingual filmmaker and media artist whose
practice spans documentary, experimental and narrative film as well as installation
and virtual reality. Her work explores questions of memory, identity and language.
She has directed four documentary projects for the National Film Board of Canada,
including the critically-acclaimed Black, Bold and Beautiful and A School without
Borders.

Nadine has been awarded numerous grants and prizes including two prestigious
Chalmers Arts Fellowships and a Drama Prize from the National Screen Institute for
the short film In Between. She holds a professional degree in architecture from
McGill University and recently completed an MFA in Digital Futures at OCAD
University and an artist's residency at Library and Archives Canada through
Archive/CounterArchive. She is a professor in the Bachelor of Film and Television
program at Sheridan College.
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Les Films du 3 Mars (F3M) promotes Quebec and Canadian auteur films
nationally and internationally. From ideation through the final cut and onto the
screen, we put our expertise toward helping our members market and distribute
their work. A leader in the distribution of feature documentaries, F3M also
promotes works of every genre and length. We strive to cultivate a taste for
original works of quality among our viewers while ensuring representativity
based on the principles of equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI).
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