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Ti-Frè and Gran-Frè, two brothers of Haitian origin, live in a shantytown
in the Dominican Republic. Undocumented, they face relentless violence
and the ever-present threat of deportation. Gran-Frè looks after Ti-Frè
by working on a banana plantation and resorting to petty theft. But when
the plantation denies him work, desperation forces him to take Ti-Frè
along to steal what they need to survive. That night, under the glow of a
full moon, a mysterious beast stalks the shadows of the banana trees.

SHORT SYNOPSIS 
Ti-Frè and Gran-Frè, two brothers of Haitian origin living in a Dominican
Republic shantytown, struggle daily to survive. On a full moon night,
desperation pushes them to steal from a plantation, where a mysterious
beast prowls in the shadows of the banana trees.

LONG SYNOPSIS



I'm delighted to present Platanero, a short film that blends social cinema
with horror and fantasy. The film was shot in the Dominican Republic in
the village where I grew up. I spent most of my childhood near a banana
plantation that was close to a Haitian shantytown. Some of them worked
on the plantation and we became friends. During these years, I noticed
the growing tensions between Haitians and Dominicans in the
Dominican Republic, and this left an indelible mark on me.

I believe that the world of the plantations and its Haitian workers is little
known to the public, and I wanted to bear witness to their situation
through the character of Ti-Frè, a young undocumented Haitian. To
achieve this, I chose to shape a realistic social story tinged with
Caribbean folklore, in which the figure of the werewolf, who terrified me
as a child, plays a predominant role.

This shift towards genre cinema, guided both by the mystical aura
emanating from the festive atmosphere of the Dominican Republic and
by the fertile imagination of a young boy, allows the film's themes to be
expressed in a truly unique way. I hope you'll be drawn into the world of
Platanero.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

JUAN FRANK HERNANDEZ



DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY

PLATANERO, 25 min, Fiction, 2025
THE DIVING SUIT, 12 min, Fiction, 2021
ITSS LOVE, 12 min, Fiction, 2020
MORTAL MOURNING, 13 min, Fiction, 2019
RITUALS, 20 min, Fiction, 2018

Juan is a self-taught writer-director from
Quebec and the Dominican Republic. He
perfected his cinematographic technique
while working on some of his own short films.
Juan wants to tell stories that mix genres and
feature characters who have to face
imaginary, comic, internal or societal fears.
He has just completed his most personal
short film, Platanero, in his home town in the
Dominican republic.
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Distribution | Sylvain Lavigne | Les Films du 3 Mars
distribution@f3m.ca | +1 514-523-8530

Publicist | Caroline Rompré
caroline@pixellex.ca | + 1 514-778-9294

LES FILMS DU 3 MARS (F3M) promotes Quebec and Canadian auteur films nationally and
internationally. From ideation through the final cut and onto the screen, we put our expertise toward
helping our members market and distribute their work. A leader in the distribution of feature
documentaries, F3M also promotes works of every genre and length. We strive to cultivate a taste for
original works of quality among our viewers while ensuring representativity based on the principles of
equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI). 
Website | Facebook | X | Instagram

CONTACTS

LES FILMS CAMERA OSCURA develops and produces short and feature-length fiction films,
documentaries and mixed-reality works driven by their creator's unique vision of the world. Founded in
Montreal in 2000 by producer Christine Falco, the company has produced close to thirty films to date,
winning numerous awards in Canada and around the world, including Berlin, Rotterdam and Toronto. 
Website | Facebook | Instagram

https://f3m.ca/en/
https://f3m.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/LesFilmsdu3mars/
https://x.com/f3mdistribution?lang=fr
https://www.instagram.com/lesfilmsdu3mars/
https://cameraoscurafilms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cameraoscurafilms
https://www.instagram.com/cameraoscurafilms/

